The Payne Firm, Inc. was the Environmental Consultant assisting Gridiron Capital in this deal. Below is
the press release issued by Gridiron Capital.

Gridiron Capital Acquires Aviation-Repair Business from Praxair

NEW CANAAN, Conn., April 4, 2006 — Gridiron Capital, LLC and Praxair Inc., (NYSE: PX)
announced today they have entered into a definitive agreement for Praxair to sell the aviation services
division of Praxair Surface Technologies, Inc. to a new corporation established by Gridiron Capital, as
lead investor, and Skyview Capital, as a minority participant. The acquisition is expected to close in the
second quarter of 2006. Terms of the transaction were not disclosed.

Praxair Aviation Services repairs a variety of commercial and military aviation engine and airframe
components, and applies protective coatings to the repaired parts. The division employs about 520 people
and serves about 250 aviation customers worldwide. Under the agreement, the new company will acquire
operating facilities in North Kansas City, Mo.; Tulsa, Okla.; Miramar, Fla.; Hillsboro, Ohio and Phoenix,
Ariz.

“Praxair Aviation Services has been an innovator of industry-leading technical repair processes and is
well positioned for further growth,” said Gridiron Capital’s managing partner, Eugene Conese, Jr. “They
have listened to their customers and developed cost-effective solutions that save their customers capital
investment in new equipment while providing extended life for critical flight parts. The company has
carved out a strong niche as the leader in innovative high technology repairs, and has a solid base for
introducing new repair designs and expanding market share. We are committed to supporting their strong
performance by providing additional resources to support and grow the business. We look forward to
partnering with the entire team as the company continues its leadership in this expanding marketplace.”

“We are excited about Gridiron Capital acquiring our business, which we believe will accelerate new
product development and open the possibility of additional acquisitions,” said Jim Andrews, currently
director of operations for Praxair Surface Technologies’ aviation repair division, who will continue on in
that position with the new company.

Praxair Surface Technologies will continue to focus on high-performance coatings for engine parts in the
OEM segment of the aviation market, where it has leading-edge technologies. In addition, the subsidiary
will continue to provide high quality coatings applications for the printing, power generation, and other
industrial markets.
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